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The Application of Task-based Teaching Method in Junior Middle School English Reading
Teaching -- Taking the Teaching Design of the Ninth Grade English Class “From Shy Girl to Pop
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Task-based teaching method refers to the teaching method that emphasises “learning by
doing " by guiding students to complete tasks in the classroom. This paper analyses the
application method and process of task-based teaching method in English reading teaching by
taking the reading teaching design of “From Shy Girl to Pop Star” as an example, further
exploring the effective methods to improve students’ English reading learning ability, and better
carrying out the task-based teaching method into the junior middle school English reading
teaching. The task-based teaching method can be better implemented in junior middle school
English reading teaching, so that students are clear about the tasks they need to complete, and
through the task-driven students to complete the reading, which is conducive to stimulate
students’ motivation to read, strengthen the interest and motivation to learn, and achieve the
effective use of teaching methods and teaching resources.
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A Teaching Plan of “ From Shy Girl to Pop Star ”

1.Class Type: Reading Class

2.Background Information

Students: 30 junior middle school students,
Grade 9.

Teaching Material: Unit 4, Book 5, Go for It.

Lesson Duration: 45 minutes

Learners Analysis: Students are in their
adolescence; they are full of energy, passion, and
dreams. They are constructing their own moral values.
So, it is important to use role models in English
learning to inspire them to have a dream, to change
from past to be better persons, to encourage them
to strive for their dream.

3.Teaching Content

This article is chosen from Unit 4, Book 5, Go for
It . “l used to be afraid of the dark”. In this lesson,
students read the story about how a shy girl turned
into a pop star. Candy Wang was a shy girl in the
past, so she took up singing to deal with her shyness.
As she got better, she was not shy anymore and
loved singing in front of crowds. Through her own
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efforts and perseverance, she became a pop star.
Students have learned the usage of “used to..."in
Grade 8. They also learned how to describe a
person's appearance in Grade 7. So, it's not so
difficult for them to learn this unit. This article “From
Shy Girl to Pop Star” should be read intensively. The
topic is close to the students’ daily life, so they have
interest in it. There are not too many new words in

the passage, so it is easy for students to understand it.

Students should be led to pay attention to its
narrative structure and moral value it expresses.

In addition, teachers convey the importance of
self-improvement to students while expanding their
language knowledge and developing reading skills.
Through various activities, teachers lead students to
learn about the deeds of Chinese figures, learn from
the spirit of models, inherit the power of models, and
build up the dream of strong country. To encourage
students to change for a better person in the future
by learning from role models like Yuan Longping,
Jackson Yee. Teacher should appeal to students to
bravely build a dream, clearly define the life direction.
To tell Students that they should persist in their
dream no matter what difficulties they meet. If they
set up a clear goal, be confident to themselves, work
hard as much as they can, then success will come to
them.

4 Teaching Objectives

(1)Knowledge Objectives

(1Students learn new words like “interview, deal
with, not..anymore, private”.

(@Students learn to catch the key information
during reading.

(2) Ability Objectives

(1)Students master the usage of ‘used to.."
correctly and describe one's changes in appearance,
interests and lifestyles.

(2)Students can introduce their favorite person
fluently and combine with their daily life.

(3)Students learn the pattern of the passage and
do the imitative writing.

(3) Emotional Objectives

(1To cultivate students' positive  attitudes
towards difficulties on their way to dreams and pay
attention to self-improvement.

(@ To encourage students to learn from the
deeds of Chinese figures, inherit the power of
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Chinese models, and take responsibility as youth to
construct a strong nation.

(4)Moral Objectives

1By introducing role models to students,
encourage students to bravely build a dream, clearly
define the life direction.

(@7To encourage students to change into a
better person in the future.

(@)To let students conclude that success comes
from clear goal, hard work and perseverance.

5.Focal Points

(1)To understand the main idea and details of
the passage.

(2)To learn about the deeds of Chinese figures,
learn from the spirit of models, inherit the power of
models, and build up the dream of strong nation.

(3)Learn how to express one's differences
correctly between the past and now by using‘used
to”.

(4)Help students do the imitative writing.

6.Teaching Methods

‘Do-Learn-Use" Principle&Task-based Teaching
Method

By doing carefully-designed-tasks
(interest/role/language-oriented),  students  are
empowered the right to learn and use language
effectively.

Do: to play the role, to do the task, to do things
with words.

Learn: learn and process the new knowledge
and new skills, get them into memory.

Use: Use the knowledge and skills to do things.

7. Teaching Procedures

(1)Lead-in (2 minutes)

(1)Watch a short clip from the movie Sing.

(2)Question: what changes occurred to the main
character from the past to the present?

Reference: In the movie clip, the elephant
overcame her shyness and bravely sung. She feels
the joy of devoting herself to enjoying doing what
she likes. Then, she found the significance of proving
and challenging herself.

(2) Pre-reading (3 minutes)

<1>Questions for discussion:

(1) What can we know from the title and the
picture?

(2)Can you guess what she was like in the past?
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(@ How did she change from a shy girl to a
successful pop star?

Transitional Process:

Power of Dream—Qvercome
Difficulties—Persistence— Success

(3)While-reading (21 minutes)

<1> skimming

Listen and get the main idea of each paragraph,
then number the information.

__ How Candy's life has changed

__ Candy’s advice to young people

__ Candy’s background

<2> scanning

(1) Read the first paragraph and answer the
questions.

How old is Candy Wang~?

What was she like?

Why did she take up singing?

(@) Read the second paragraph and fill in the
chart.

Good things Bad things

(@ Read the third paragraph and fill in the
blanks.

Candy's advice to young people who want to
become famous:

1.People have to be to your life.

2.You can never how difficult the road to

SUCCESS IS.

3.You really require allotof _ _and__ to
succeed.

4.0nly a very small of people make it to
the

<3> Students’ Show Time

(1)Before class, teacher asked students to
preview the text and draw their favorite characters
and outstanding Chinese figures.

@)In class, students show their favorite person to
learn about the deeds of Chinese figures, learn from
the spirit of models, inherit the power of models, and
build up the dream of strong nation.

(@According to the students’ sharing, teacher
makes appropriate evaluation to them and helps
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them broaden extra-curricular knowledge. Then,
students listen to the English version of “Young China”
(AEFE ) and read loudly together.

@Students watch a music video of Seeds and
get inspiration from Yuan Longping (% [ °F), the
“father of hybrid rice". —To stress the importance of
the symbolic meaning of seed—dream for youth

As the song said, Yuan Longping had a dream,
because of his persistence, he realized his dream and
made great contributions to human.

Yuan Longping said, “As long as the direction is
right, not a dead end. then stick to it, one will reach
the light.”

Jackson Yee (& # T 4), a model of teenagers.
He delivers positive energy to young people and
leads a new generation of young people. He tells
everyone to insist and love their dreams with his
practical actions.

(4)Post-reading (17 minutes)

PIntroduce oneself by using the phrase of
“used to”

Teacher invites some students to share and give
relevant evaluation to them.

For example:

| used to be afraid of dogs. Now | become
braver, and | am not afraid of dogs.

| used to watch TV. Nowadays, | like playing the
piano, because | want to be a pianist like Lang Lang.

| used to be naughty, but now | study very hard.
Because | want to be a doctor.

(@Role play

Group discussion: Suppose you are the
interviewer and your partner is Candy Wang or your
favorite person.

Pair work: Students work in pairs with their
partner to make a conversation, and then teacher will
ask someone to do the presentation. Several groups
that do well in this activity are awarded with credits or
small gifts.

Questions for reference:

1. What were you like? Were you good at
singing when you were very young?

2. How your life was different after you became
famous?

3. What's your advice to all those young people
who want to become famous?

(5)Summary (1 minute)
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(1) Dream makes people different from past to
present.

@ Learn to express one's differences between
the past and present by using “used to-"

(6)Homework (1 minute)

Writing: introduce yourself or your friends.

You can write based on the structure of the text.

Para.l: about your background

Para.2: about how your life changed

Para.3: about your advice to others

8.Evaluation Strategies

In the teaching procedure, teacher adopts the
following evaluation strategies to evaluate students
from the perspective of knowledge, ability, emotion
and morality.

(1)Formative assessment: In the teaching
procedure, teacher give timely evaluation and
suggestions for students’ performance.

(2)Group evaluation: In group discussion and
role play activities, teacher assigns tasks for groups to
work together. Then, the groups that demonstrate
wonderful performance will be awarded by credits or
small gifts. Students are empowered the right to
comment and judge autonomously.

9.Teaching Reflection

(1)Teacher face the different interest,
motivations, personalities of students, and try best to
help students to do their individualized/personalized
learning.

(2)It is better for teacher to assist students to
make learning plan and achievable goals; design
more chances for them to use WORDS to DO things,
such as to express their point of view, to share their
interest, and to evaluate themselves and others.
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